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This weekend, from Thursday August 30 – Sunday September 
2, the first ever Cozumel Film Festival will take place. 
Filmmakers, musicians, and Artists of all kind are coming 
together from all over the world to share stories, onscreen and 
off, throughout an incredible weekend in Cozumel. It will be 4 
DAYS OF FILM, FUN, AND FREEDOM, with A MAGICAL 
MENU OF PRICELESS FILMS AND EVENTS. Cozumel’s 
own Guy and Anita Chaumette from Liquid Motion will be 
largely present. We asked them to come in and talk to us.

The Cozumel Sun presents an interview with globally 
renowned Guy and Anita Chaumette, Movie Producers, 
Marine Experts, Explorers,
Environmentalists, Educators, Authors and Speakers on 
oceanography & marine protection, multi award-winning 
Filmmaker pioneers behind Liquid Motion Film located in 
our very own Cozumel.

Question: Hi Guy, Hi Anita - tell us about yourselves

A: We’re Filmmakers, specialising in underwater film production. We’ve been making movies for TV channels 
such as National Geographic for over 25 years. We also create marine art, run a non-profit marine foundation 
and  and when we’re not traveling, Cozumel is home. 

We work with Marine Researchers and Scientists to study and research the latest marine discoveries and new 
science. Then we bring these amazing new discoveries to the big screen by simplifying the research and 
creating entertaining, inspiring films that can be enjoyed by all audiences, from children to adults to those who 
can create change. When we’re not shooting or traveling, the beautiful island of Cozumel is home 

TALKING IN COLOUR…



 

Q: Why did you choose Cozumel?
A: We’ve been looking for the perfect base, a place we could call home and drop our bags between movies for 
many years. Cozumel is centralised, so within easy reach of our clients. For us, compared to where we have lived, 
it’s a ‘big’ island, with plenty of great infrastructure and possibilities. There are some incredible people here, some 
beautiful personalities and some really inspiring minds. And fundamentally, it has perhaps the best diving in the 
Caribbean, which was a big factor! Theres an incredible biodiversity and some stunning underwater features, 
especially at the southern end of the island. For that, and other reasons, Cozumel took our heart.

Q: Where else have you lived?
A: Where haven’t we lived  Prior to Cozumel, we lived on one of Indonesia’s outer islands for 4 years, then Fiji’s 
outer islands for 4 years. We’ve lived on islands off Australia, such as Heron Island Research Station, where we 
made a series of films for National Geographic; in Bermuda, where we made a movie based on the work of 
Scientists from BIOS (The Bermuda Institute for Ocean Sciences), The Indian Ocean, The Pacific, and other places 
in The Caribbean, such as Little Cayman, Roatan. Probably more.

Q: You’ve become one of the most successful husband and wife teams in the industry and 
unique, creative influences in underwater film-making today. What do you do when not 
shooting movies?
We create marine art, luxury ocean-clothing, run a non-profit Marine Foundation, and an Underwater Photo & Film 
Academy when not traveling.

After so many years in the industry, we felt it was time to share our experience and knowledge to help people 
become filmmakers or photographers, so we opened an ‘Underwater Photo & Film Academy’ on the island, where 
we now teach private, customised Underwater Photo & Film Courses to clients from all over the world.

Q: So do people come to Cozumel to learn how to film and photograph professionally 
underwater?
A: Yes, we teach professionals from Hollywood, Cameraman from the BBC, and brand new Camera Operators, 
who don’t want to spend years of trial and error and endless time in group classes. People who have dreams, 
visions, passion and who want to go way above the standard ‘Underwater Photographer’ and reach a professional 
level, fast. Who want to do it on their own terms, in their own time, with a proven Industry Master. The courses are 
unique in the world in that they are taught privately, one-on-one by a globally acclaimed, award-winning 
Photographer/Filmmaker and everything is totally customized and tailored to each individual client. And for the 
hands-on work, the Cozumel Marine Park is the most wonderful classroom



Q: You sound busy! What do you do in your free time?

We usually spend it underwater, or on the water, with our 6 year old 
daughter, who has been in the ocean since birth and prefers to spend 
time underwater than above!

Q: What film will you be showing at the Film Festival?

A: We’ll be showing several films. First National Geographic 
exclusives ‘City Under the Sea’ and ‘Undersea Metropolis’, which 
portray the incredible ways that marine animals achieve harmony in a highly predatory environment. The films 
draw an analogy between the reef and our cities, looking at the inhabitants of the underwater city in a new light and 
discovering the often bizarre and often astonishing relationships the animals form to create such harmony. From the 
buildings to the landlord and tenants, penthouses inhabitants to those who clean the streets, the films explore the 
underwater city to uncover how all residents work closely together to maintain tranquility and peace.

We’ll also be presenting a series of short films, which reveal groundbreaking new discoveries about how marine 
animals communicate with each other, and how fish use colour to talk. To be able to understand what they say, we 
need to look at their world through their eyes, not our own, so we also look closely at fishes eyes, and uncover some 
fascinating facts about what they see – some of them seeing things we cant even dream of!

‘Magic Blue Wave’, is another National Geographic exclusive and the first film ever made about underwater 
fluorescence, and how marine animals use fluorescence and colour to communicate. This is a way for the aquatic 
animals to be even more colourful than colourful if you like. They use it when they really have something important 
to say!

And for those that would like to know more, there will be a seminar and Q&A with the Directors afterwards.

Q: That sounds amazing, I cant wait to see the films! When will they show and where?

A: The festival schedule is on the official website – http://festivaldecinecozumel.com/program/ .   There are some 
amazing films on the program.

Our underwater films will screen at Cinepolis. We show our first feature at 1PM on Friday 31st, then two more 
features at 4.30PM, and then finally the short features from 1PM – 3PM Saturday. This is when we follow by 
Directors Q&A and talk about fish communication by colour.

After that, there’s an interesting discussion panel with all the Film Directors about colour theory in general. A few 
more films, and then everyone is invited to the Awards Gala at 7.

http://festivaldecinecozumel.com/program/
http://festivaldecinecozumel.com/program/


Q: Well, with everything we are hearing at the 
moment, the more you can tell the world about whats 
going on in the ocean the better.
A: Absolutely. We can only protect what we love. And we only 
love what we know about! When we’ve completed a film, before 
we release it for TV broadcast, we put children to watch it. If we 
can capture the attention of a 6 year old for 50 minutes, we know 
we’re on the right track! The goal is to entertain, and inspire. And 
through entertainment and inspiration, we educate and ultimately 
protect. You can’t tell somebody to stop fishing, you have to 
provide alternatives. Alternatives that allow people to eat, and 
live, and continue on their same path or a better one. We’ve been 
involved in marine conservation all over the world. It comes down 
to people knowing, learning and caring individually, then people 
caring as a whole, looking for alternatives to pollution, to waste, 
and making a change.

Q: What does it take to make one of your films?
A: First of all, you cannot make a good film without a great script, so 
you need to have a great story. In order to make a great story, you 
need to know your subject inside out, which is why we are working 
with scientists and follow their research and read their published 
work, then turn all this marine biology and the research papers papers into a story that the viewer can enjoy and 
understand. Then it takes countless hours underwater of observing and filming marine life to illustrate the story.

Q: Of all your underwater films you have made, which is your favourite?

A: That will have to be our next film!

Q: What advice would you give to people that want to make underwater documentaries?

A: You first need to be a good story teller. Then you need to be an excellent scuba diver. Then I recommend 
anybody that is serious about becoming an underwater filmmaker to take a course with someone like us. It will save 
years of learning and get them to a professional level in few weeks!

Liquid Motion Academy
School of Cinematography & Photography

http://www.liquidmotionacademy.com/
https://www.facebook.com/LiquidMotionAcademy

info@liquidmotionacademy.com
(+52) 987 878 9690

Liquid Motion Academy is a high-end photography, film and media Institute specialising 
in underwater imaging with over 30 years’ accreditation awards and acclaim.

Specials for local Residents are available.


